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SECRET STATE 008328 


Message Text 


FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM TUNIS DATED DECEMBER 23, 1978 
SENT SECSTATE WASHDC IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

SECRET TUNIS 9120 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, TS 

SUBJ: COMSIXTHFLT INVITED USE MENZEI ,-BOI JR OI JIB A 


REF: STATE 295497 


1 . IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED IN REFTEL 
I SAW FOREIGN MINISTER HABIB CHATTY DECEMBER 22 AND INFORMED 
HIM THAT THE USG HAD GIVEN LENGTHY CONSIDERATION TO THE 
GOT'S OFFER OF SHIP REPAIR FACILITIES AT MENZEL-B OURGUIB A 
BUT HAS DETERMINED THAT THERE IS NO PRESENT SIXTH FLEET 
REQUIREMENT FOR THE USE OF THOSE FACILITIES. I EXPRESSED 
OUR THANKS FOR THE COURTESY AND COOPERATION OF THE GOT IN 
ENABLING US NAVY OFFICIALS TO SURVEY THE FACILITIES 
THOROUGHLY, BUT NO FURTHER VISITS BY SURVEY TEAM WOULD BE 
SCHEDULED AND NO SHIPS WERE TO BE PROGRAMMED FOR REPAIRS. 
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2. 1 TOLD CHATTY THAT I HAD ALSO BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
EXPRESS AGAIN WASHINGTON'S UNHAPPINESS OVER THE INCREASED 
OPERATIONAL CAPACITY THAT USE OF MENZEL-B OURGUIB A WAS 
AFFORDING THE SOVIET FLEET. INDEED, I ADDED, CONCERN 
OVER THE GOT’S OFFER TO THE SOVIETS HAD RECENTLY BREN 
THE SUBJECT OF SERIOUS DISCUSSION IN THE HIGHEST NATO 
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QUARTERS. WHEN CHATTY QUESTIONED ME AS TO WHEN SUCH 
DISCUSSIONS HAD OCCURRED I TOLD HIM THAT TO MY RECOLLECTION 
IT TOOK PLACE IN LATE OCTOBER/EARLY NOVEMBER, IN THE PERIOD 
PRECEDING THE USUAL FALL MEETING OF THE NATO FOREIGN 
MINISTERS. 

3. CHATTY ASKED WHETHER WASHINGTON IN MY INSTRUCTIONS HAD 
MADE ANY COMMENT REGARDING TUNISIA'S PRIOR EXOLANATIO, 
THAT ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS ALONE HAD LED THE GOT INTO 
THE SHIP REPAIR ARRANGEMENT WITH THE SOVIETS. I TOLD HIM 
THAT I HAD HAD NO WASHINGTON COMMENT REGARDING THIS POINT. 
BUT ASSURED HIM THAT THE GOTS EXPLANATION OF ITS RATIONALE 
HAD ALREADY BEEN REGISTERED SEVERAL TIMES WITH WASHINGTON. 

4. FINALLY, I REITERATED THE CONCERN OF THE GOT S MANY 
FRIENDS IN WASHINGTON OVER THE POSSIBILITY THAT TUNISIA'S 
IMAGE RISKED BEING TARNISHED IN THE EYES OF THOSE WHO WOULD 
INTERPRET IT AS A SLIGHT SHIFT IN THE GOT S POLICY 
ORIENTATION. CHATTY HAD NOSFURTHER COMMENT AND THE DIS- 
CUSSION WAS ENDED ON THIS NOTE. 

MULCAHY UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NAVAL SHIPS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 12 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE008328 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: NEA:AFN:JKBISHOP 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78001 7-0976 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 71 /aaaacicn. tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 29308be4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 295497 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3787253 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COMSIXTHFLT INVITED USE MENZEL-BOURGUIBA 
TAGS: PINR, TS 

To: BONN OTTAWA MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/29308be4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



